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it were only needful to produce its varying rules, 
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5 od. let us do what we can; and ethers would Bl 
not be diſpleaſed, if we did a great deal leſs. 


Some look upon us as very ordinary beings— 2 
upon whom no great tak n and ef whom 
no great diligence is expect There are others 9 
not ſo eaſily contented; that grow angry with 

every thing human they ſee about us, intolerant = 
If every indulgence which frail mortality de- 
mands: who, willing to engrofs. "he world all 
-rhemſelves, are diſtracted with enyy- t 
ſhould have our tittle ſhare; who — 
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"ence, to abide while we draw it. "We. Ty: -an | 
invariable rule. And we h 
the Word of God, my friends I you and I muiſt 

both ſtand and fall. That Word Changi 5 


with the humours of mankind; with human 
praiſe or hate —it paſſes not: Upon 
judgment it depends not. Alben and earth 
* ſhall paſs away,” and it ſhall: return, unſtained 
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kelation, however, which ſubſiſts- and hien 
calls for all its rights, whether it be diſcerned | 
and acknowledged or nota relation af a ſpiri- 1 
nene between the Paſtors and the Floccxk 
of Chriſt. Some profitable light may, perhaps 
W ain this, if, previous to a diſcuſſioeon 
uf thoſe-qualifications, which Reaſon and Serip= 
ture Jointly require, in the Preachers of the ' 
Word of God, I fay ſomething of cheir nk W 
tive appointment, and orderly continuance in 8 
N War 1 e ns bs een 
1 ay Ak " Man had. 3 perſet, tie 

. needed no Inſtructor, would, perhaps; be 

Aying too much; for, even under the ſmiles of 
An en it is not ealy” to oenteive _— 
that the innocent offspring of Adam. 
—— innocent till offspring he k. a 
have been perfect in knowledge —at their birt 2 
Nor does yet this ſuſpicion, at all take away = 
from the dignity of human nature; for the ne- Y 
-ceffity of "communicated knowledge implies no 
defect, nor is any ways inconſiſtent with the 1 
nature of limited, rational being: Wavin — 1 
wwever, remarks of ſuch ſort, this we are ful * "IF 
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5 off we HEAT _ more, we ſhall die.“ 


Ter 


- warranted to S as Wen as man \ fell he 
became ignorant—and in want of a Teacher: | 
That place, the God of all fleſh, the Fountain 
of knowledge, love, and mercy, vouchſafed 


Himſelf to occupy, in the earlier ages of man's: Wl 


exiſtence. Our firſt earthly Parent, when only 
ſenfible of his nakedneſs, became afraid of the 
voice of the Lord God. What wonder then, uf ; 
his degenerate ſons, immerſed in ſin and wick 
edneſs, ſhould dread to behold that face, whoſe 
frowns— their abominations provoked ? Speak | 
thou unto us,” ſaid the ſinful Iſraelites to their 
appointed Leader, the words of che. Lord thy 


© God, and we will hear; but let us not any E | 


more hear the words of the Lord God; for if 
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70 e to their weakriels; PAY peti- 
tion was granted; and, in compaſſion to ſuch 
weakneſs, did it pleaſe the Lord, to eſtabliſh 
on earth, a leſs extraordinary means of inſtruc- 
tion, than that of his own immediate voice. 
Of all the nations of the world, he choſe. ane 
; people ; and out of that people, he ſelected one 
tribe. Theſe he appointed, to ſuperintend bis 
. worſhip, - to guard his ſanctuary, and ſerve at 
his altar—until the promiſed Meſſiah, the Great 
Ma Fre conſtituted after the order of Mel- 
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n cternal Priefthood, ſtood forth in its full diſ- 
= play. IT he bleſſed J ESUS,. the great Teacher of 


—the. Word that was in the begin- 


2 ning 40 God, gave to man the ſalutary 


Precepts of truth, and taught his followers. the. 


| wholeſome doctrines of everlaſting life. In his 
on example he fer: a pattern olg excellence, | 
= which he commanded thoſe that loved him to 
WW follow—in as far as they could, or ſhould be | 
bl enabled to, attain to its likeneſs. = In. the whole 
Circle of his. labours and inſtructions, miracu- 
| Jous was the diſplay. both of his power and of 
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his love. Of all. thoſe that the Father had given 
J him, it Was his caxe that none ſhould be loft. 


And. this care he Extended, far beyond the : 
bounds, of Judea, - beyond the 5 little While, : 


In which he was to be preſent with his diſciples. : 


He extended it to all the outcaſts,” that ſhould 
be united, by his efficacious and peace-begetting | 


merits, into one ſpiritual Ifrael—and * gathered” 


into one fold; to all, that ſhould—to the end 


7 of the world believe in his name, or be a ga 
pointed through the preaching of the word - 
* ee. In this noble view, he ſettled the 
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and they that had loft the © 3 ere 


I forth as ſheep: in che midſt of wolves, were 


: n evils, 88 the 0 eunni ng 6f the fer 


- mente of the ſpread of the goſpel, there 1 pu ] 
certainly any epach ſo impor 3 


do we obferve,. at times, rife in their boſornis ; 
' what numerous frailties do we find on Te 


Tome inſtances, as if it was owing to his fupreme 5 


not reſiſt,— rather than to any thorough cotvic- 
tion of the high interefts of his kingdom. 1 
is true, they * forſook all, and followed him; 
but none of them had much to forfake': and 
even that they ſeemed not to have teft——with- 
out the N of worldly defi re. EG Behold, 1 


hoes of his efiſen followers, to abide ihe Pro. | 
nfs Was Aulilled's 


not left Comfortlefs-—but viſited" by the 
© ComronTir! himſelf; they that were ( fent 


ſirengthene> arid directed to guard gag gr. f 


-% the nb of theſs "od appoint Mo Y 


as this we mention, During even dur Svisef 4 
preſence among them, what vicious paſſtons.— 1 


reer d? 
Though they followed Chriſt, it ſeems; in 


power—in giving them à call which they could 


_faid they, * we have left all, and folls wed thee, | 
E 1 ſhall ve have den their Pride was | 
| hurt, 
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n de honours, char 2 grateful penicens id 
= their Lord; and thought that, which might be 
given to the poor, was a waſte, when beſtowed - 
on Him... They murmured oft among them 
4 ſelves: and excited, from their mcek and lowly _ 
t, Maſter, words. that pierce with ſorrow the ſuſ 
eeeptive breaſt. : O ye of little faith how long 
wall I be with, you and ſuffer.you ?*—" O thou - 
= * of little faith l wherefore: didſt thou don '- 08 
Have I been ſo long with you, Philip, and yer 1 
W © haſt thou not known-me ?— Will ye alſo - 
| aid he—amid. the defection. of the carnal». = 
minded, to the twelve will ye alſo go away! . 1 
In the midſt of his ſufferings, they did go away. 
In the midſt of his ſorrows—they ſept. Ther 
ddenied' him in the hour * Rnd hen! © - * * 
1 Amen e * fied,” I 
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A _ the truth of Him who eame from God, 
ad who, they truſted, was he that ſhould have 
F, redeemed Iſrael; but of whoſe redemption, | 
wrought without external triumph and glory, 
they were but unſteady believers, while yet unin- 
fluenced by the Divine Spirit. And f 
e * * this in 


bitable ts ever bi the conduct of carnal. 
minds, enjoy they what outward advantages they | 
will, till the grace of God is- implanted'in their 
hearts, and their fouls made ſtedfaſt i in the en 
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Such Was Abel conduct: fie eng: 10 ein 
aſter the reſurrection of Jeſus, after his having WW 
confirmed them in the faith of his name; and, 8 
eſpecially, after their having had the * promiſe . 
of the Father, which by him they heard 
for which they © waited at Jeruſalem,” accord- 
ing to his command, completely fulfilled at the 
feaſt of Pentecoſt; and ſee how N for the 7 
8 rer and their lives! — Þ 
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No longer, out: weckily: pre-eminence and 
en they contended; but continued / with 
one accord“ in the exerciſe of praiſe and 
1 * thankſgiving — diſtributing' all their worldly 

: poſſeſſions, as every one had need.” © Elijah? 
5 is gone up, but he has left his mantle behind 
bim.“ Ihe Lord is aſcended;* but his 
0. TRE remains with his apoſtles ;'and- in his 
© name they work miracles through Jeſus of 
ff A Bikrareth they do many marvellous: works. 

The Peter that before denied him, '—hardly 
Jonger to be called—the ſame—now gives utter- 
* to gd own—and to the' faith of his fellow 
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andi the other nenen to che council and all the . 


hibiting wem from ſpeaking any. more in the 
name of Jeſus . We ought to obey God rather 
© than men. The God of our father : 
5 Jeſus, whom ye ſlew and hanged on a tree. 
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* the Holy Ghoſt, whom God hath. 8 


at leaſt, only to thoſe that inflicted them 
them who ſuffered, - Their Lord and Maſter had 


— 8 aid þ he 


8 raiſed up 5 


Him hath God exalted with his right hand; to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repent- 
*-ance'to Iſrael, and remiſſion of ſins: And we 
t are his witneſſes of theſe things; and ſo is alſo 
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voldened by the eternal power of graceʒ regard. 


Jeſs, though their hearers were cut to the heart; 
regardleſs, though.:* they took counſel to ſlay ” 
them: but rejoicing: that they were counted 


.*. worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his ſake, daily in the 


* temple. and i in-every houſe, they ceaſed not to 
teach and preach: Jeſus Chriſt.” | They ceaſed . 
not this —in the midſt of impriſonment and 
bonds; nor amid all the exaggerations of devil- 
iſh envy to add to the pains of ignomit : 

deaths. Deaths ignominiou they were not ; 
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Lord or the fervant” a 


exampled power of God and ſo can OOO 


befor heat de, now | 
and believed all his words; and | 
ane no wiſh nor expectancy, that the diſci- 
© ple” ſhould. eſcape the woes which beſel his 
oid the diſgrace that 

was heaped upon his · maſter. Such the un- 


deen cruciſied 


nm us, _ g dhe hearts he IIS: 
ae ieee the Orderwhich 

was eſtabliſhed by theſe primitive 'Mefſengers, 

eee thoſe n E n I in 


It N W : Hong the whole 
hiſtory of the New Teſtament ; and, if there 
-were any need to back ſuch authority, from the 
ceconomy of the Old; that no man can have a 
right to enter the Church as a Miniſter, or to 
arrogate to himſelf that ſacred character, unleſa 
he has a proper call thereto, and be initiated into 
fo confidential a charge, by thofe regular means, 
which either Chriſt himſelf hath appointed, or 


the Spirit of God hath warranted pious men 


from the word of God, and in conſiſtency with 
is intention to appoint. The Divine right 
of Kings, is what 'I know the licentiouſneſs 
of. che taſtiage pretty well. got rid of; and the 
N the? Church? is what the en- 
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joice—»that the pale was broker dotim; and if the 
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m the Had h we Aa 
we have an account given us, of their apron 
Matthias, to ſupply that place in the Miniſtry, 
from which though he had therein once been 
numbered Judas by tranſgreſſion fell.“ And 
it is evident from their manner of proceeding, 
tolic function ſhould | 
It was not the- firſt 


act on all fuch'oecaſions, 


reed to participate with 


the Eleven hat were * choſen'of Chriſt,* No! 
it was of the diſciples“ which had bern 
called by Chriſt him War bee mens? ad 
Peter, wn comp: Lec 


N that the Lor 
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2 foundation in nature and in argument; 
3} C as IS the owl ſhould delight in darkneſs--mand 
me devil in fin. The Sheep, that, for infection, | 

; ol —would; no doubt, 
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that offered himfelf for ſo holy a ſervice, or who 
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charge. that was admi 
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ame 45 Abet he was taken up from us, i 
— one be ordained to be a witneſs with us of his 

teſurrection. And ſo it is exceedingly pro- 

per, that thoſe, who are to be fer apart for reli- 

- gious ſervices, ſhould © company*-before-hand, 
with the devout and pious of the Chriſtian 
Church; that they had ſome previous acquaint- 


ance with the baptiſm of John - with re- 


pentance and artjendment of life, and with the 
communion of chriſtian fellowſhip, before. they 


lay any claim to thoſe enjoyments, which the 


| difintereſtedneſs of thoſe who ſold hou ſes a 
8 e made cen to thoſe that 0 5 
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| dreſſed the Lord in prayer, to determine their 


Further choice. Thou Lord, which knowelt 


£the- hearts of all-men, ſhew whether of theſe 


£ two thou haſt choſen,” And the lot fell upon 
Matthias, he was numbered with the 


as effectually ranked him in the exalted claſs af 
the firſt Preachers of Chriſt, as if he had been 


admitted thereto by Chriſt himſelf. And ſuch, 
indeed, was his command and promiſe, given to 
the diſciples, before his aſcenſion: | All power 
is given unto me, in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
11 em! m1 the: name of the Father, and of the Son, 
e Og ES, "_ 


and of the Smeg; teach ng 
cſerve all things whatſoever: I like com 


3 . end of the world. The power, received by 
. him from the Father, he thus delegated 5. 
them; and left them a power and a charge, to t 

appoint others to help them i in their labours in 
his vineyard, and to ſucceed them when they 
a ſhould be themſelves admitted, to drink the 
new wine with him in his glorious Father's 
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5 oth 0 e ee or EW 8 X ae ef- 
Y Fallon of the Spirit became unneceſſary; ſeeing 
there were ſo many teachers confecrated, and ſa 
wr churches planted as to facilitate the Ae 
mination of the goſpel over the inhabited parts 
of the earth: And as the faith of believers 
ſtrengthened, miraculous works became leſs re- 
quiſite; and the great Miracle of 
ing wrought, the Eternal Spirit the Comforter 
being imparted, —and ordinances eſtabliſned for 
the common uſe of Chriſtians wherein to ſeek 
its inſ piration—ſuch miracles were to be expected 
no more. Chriſt. the great Foundation-ſtone 
| being laid; and the chief Pillars of the Church 
= raiſed, it was left for induſtrious and faithful 
5 workmen— to eye the direction of che Maſters 
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Builder, and by following his plan, to finiſh 


you. And lo, J am with you always _—_ the . 
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comfort, chat they are ſent by ſuch a Maſter {=o 
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© withored hand,” being once . coy | 
«© exerciſe: and labour to be preſerv ed f. band; 


'the © blinded eye” being opened, was not again 


to familiariſe itſelf with © darkneſs*—=to extrude 
the light; the © leprous body,” once cleanſed, 
was to keep itſelf from | vihi 
and the * houſe ut unclean!* 


chriſtian miniſters, in the early ages f the 4 
Church. I ſhall now endeavour to make it be 


: ſeen, that it is the fate of the preſent minifters of 


the word—as well as it was of its original pro- 
feſſors to be * ſent forth as ſheep: in · the midſt 
of wolves: happy may they think it for their 


And that it is ſtill as much their duty, as it was 
khat of the apoſtles to be — as Ss, 
Fs; "ok harmleſs: as doves. \ . i 


| Theſe two aims, I ſhall not divide; Wörle 
getting them, as occaſion ſerves, ſtrive to give 
them greater force. 1 thall attempt, to prove 
the neceſſity, and to ſhew how becoming —it is 
that a preſent; Miniſter of Chriſt ſhoutd be a 


Good Scholar: Secondly, that he ſhould be a 


Sound Divine — And, Thirdly, though not for- 


+ 
— — —— a 


| and 


— wever little neceſſity there was, ſor the firſ 
diſciples of Chriſt being endued with harem 
learning, the cauſe which prevented that neceflity - 
now exiſting no more, the neceſſity again returns. 
According to the eſtabliſhed order, in the eon - 


ſtituted channel, the grace of God and the nn 


ſions of the divine Spirit, may ſtilÞbe e 


and to the comfort, I hope, — : 
known and acknowledged to flow; but the ſu- 
pernatural and viſible display of ſuch ee 
if we are fober in our reaſonings, - 
convinced is ceaſed with the occaſion. If 33 x 
be any truth in analogy, this ee in 
craſtieſt uf the cunning, and ee. he A 
deſpicable of the vile, would have uin their 
favour— to admit, that mirac | 
| tions are now as real, and ſhould be allowed in 
as great extent, as in the days e the apoſſles: 
how can they account for one gift being given, 7 
mother in the time they refer to as com- 
mon being withheld? Why are not theſe mo- 
dern apoſtles inſtantaneouſly endued with the 


For if it were to be 
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Firſt. * is < FRY 2 1 _ NG” 
1 Good Scholar. Be ye therefore wiſcasſerponts.* | 
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© ful works?* The truth is, and it is not eaſy | 


and dangerous opinions of thoſe, who, without 


8 16 0 


85 "ek and of workilig all manner of wonders | 


to conceive, how the truth ſhould in this caſe be 
prevented from plainly appearing to be—that Wil 


the one requires only a bad heart and a bold L 


tongue—inſtances of which being in the world 
are not unfrequent to declare; but the other | 


demands the evidence of ſuch undeniable facts. ; 


as have yet appeared beyond their power to 
prove: Pill the apoſtolic ſanction, then, is |] 
complete, there is little room, in this way, of 
claiming apoſtolic privilege. When we hear 


them ſpeak the languages of different countries, 


in which they have never been inſtructed; when 


we ſee them revive the period wherein miracles 
of a moſt indubitable ſort atteſted the authority 


of the Preacher; then it will be time enough to 


rank them on the footing of thoſe, who, though | | 


they were all Galileans, were heard to © ſpeak 


© in- tongues; as the Spirit gave them utterance, 


the wonderful works of God. Till that n 
it might be as well for moderate men, and t 


perate chriſtians, to think more of the words 


of Moſes, than of their \ traditions'=—who 
have, without any authority from the law, taken 
his“ chair; and to pay a little more regard to 


the words of Chriſt himfelf, and of thoſe whom 
he: eſpecially appointed, than to the diſorderly 


any 


| if. 27 „ 


aliens; would have recourſe to his word as their 


er 
3 there is a Spirit and A buſy. one too—which 


Þ [cometh not from * 


= & 


tending this firſt appointment in the Church; 


. and let not more ſtreſs be 5 . N it, 4 * 
: was ever intended to bear. | 


C 


1 4 


any deſigned ue on their part to the Ke 5 
uſurp 2 right of being called its Teachers. It | 
might be as well if the ſober diſciples of Jeſus 5 
would manage their inheritance - without aid of 


= guide and comforter; learn of his true Apoſtle 
tro examine the Spirits; 's and to remember that 


2 N ia; it 12 Fe en on 5 85 TE = . 
1 7 even in the. time of the apoſtles themſelves, — 
man learning was not uſcleſs. It was no diſad- 
vantage to the chriſtian cauſe, that Paul was | 
5 © choſen to be the apoſtle of the Gentiles; and 
he deſerves nothing worſe than a ſmile who would 
: ſay-it was any diſadvantage to Paul that he 
vas © brought up at the feet of Gamaliel.! | 
Recollect, I beſeech you, the circumſtances at- 


For che wiſeft and moſt choad ONS) 41 14 | 
our Saviour chooſe his diſciples from the unlet- 
tered multitude: but let it be borne in mind, that 
the ſtate of knowledge, among the Jews, was 
. different from what it either then was, or 
ner nations. The acquaintance 8 
8 n . with 


c 18 } 


with their own , Lew, and the kiftory of thely 
own family, was the whole extent of what they 

did know, of what they ought to know—or of 
what they needed to 5 To make them ex- 
pert in this, their daily obfervances, and their 
| keeping themſetves unmixed with all other people 
and all other people's concerns, could not fall; ; 
could not fail to make i it attainable to the loweſt 
among them. Their Scribes and Doctors, in- 
_ deed, pretended to ſuperior knowledge; but, 
from the little difference obſervable, between 
their converſation, and that of the leaſt· in- 
ftructed Ifraclite, this would feem, with the ] 


— 


find the Publicans—the Slanzhs-=the H SAY 
argue with as much information and with much 
| Hairer intent, than the Rulers of ſynagogues or 
Lawyers, that, with treacherous view to e 
. kim! in his words, reforted unto! Chriſt. Fg 


"Oe language, and one Book, nds altthe 
ſimple truths, which the natural ſeed of Abra- 
ham behoved to learn. We need not, therefore, 
much wonder to find the meaneſt among them 
tolerable adepts. The Phariſees, and Gamaliet 
—at that time their chief and learned Doctor. 
ſtudied their law, moſt ſtrictly and moſt effectu- 
| ally; yet ſtill with the ſcience of other nations 

* were e he ſame order to 
| meddls 


3 intetcourſe with their neig | 
they ſhould irhitate their idolatries, and learn 


their ways. „ 


When a Difalaton, pe # crit” 


| tr ith and mercy was to be eſtabliſhed, and 5 
preached; When not only the © Sons of Abra- : 


ham according to the fleſh'—but all his * chil | 


ten accofding to the promiſe,” were to be 
benefited by the ' righteouſneſs of faith,” it be- 
came neceſſary, that the meſſengers of that fal- 
| vation, ſhould be acquainted with the language, 5 
and have a knowledge of the manners, of \ various 
kingdoms whither they were fent. To thoſe a 
firft-commilſioned Apoſtles; this knowledge was, ö 
in à great meaſure, miraculoufly afforded; it was | 
continued to their ſucceſſors, till ſuch time as 
Their writings—and the hiſtory of Their labours, 
in as far as Heaven judged expedient, completed | 


the © words of the prophecy and ſealed the 
* book,” That book” to open, that pro- 


berg to under ſtand and inculcate—as the 


prophecy of peace. is now the buſineſs of the 
Miniſters of the Church: which that they may” 


be enabled to do, let us attend to a remark or . | 
two, confirming the truth of thar aſſertion I am 


now endet ouring to probe. N 
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It vill aides occur to you, FOE as cakes Holy, 
| 3 are the only unerring guide to direct 
the Chriſtian's faith and practice, the only ſtore- 
houſe of divine knowledge, whence a Teacher of 
this true religion is to draw his beſt information 
and arguments, it cannot but be in ſome mea- 
ſure neceſſary, that he underſtand the original 
languages in which they were written. Some 
may ſay, that ſo many able men have commented 
on the ſacred writings before them that they 
may, by Their means, arrive at all the intelli- 
gence requiſite. But thoſe who ſay thus, are not 
much to be minded; for their argument is weak 
in the extreme. It would found oddly, if an 


Ambaſſador, to whom were committed the con- 3B 


cerns of his own kingdom to manage. with ano- 
ther ſtate, ſhould ſtay at home for the relation 
of ſuch as had been before him; or be ſatisfied 

to ſtop on his way, contenting himſelf with the. 
_ diſpatches of ill-informed couriers—without. 
Ever r reſorting t to court. 


Ir is well 3 all that are a degree re- 
moved from ignorance, that Commentators— 
inſtead of benefiting, have rather injured every 
work, whether ſacred or profane, that has ever 
been in the world. They have ſet out with fair 
profeſſions ; but their own fame. or intereſt have 
been, commonly, fo much their ruling object, 


* 


CELL 


chat rhereto they: Have! facrificed; in "ks end, 
| every thing like candour, and every thing like 
F truth. To ſhew their own erudition, a” 
have obſcured their authour; and to ſet off a 
point in argument, or favour the opinion of a 
ſe, they have ſported with the word of wiſdom, 
and made light of a doctrine of ſalvation. Like 
a man, who, himſelf, expert in ſwimming, en- 
tices the unſkilful to follow his example, and 
tempt the flood. At the firſt ſetting out, he 
may lend 'them his aid; and teach them how to 
| keep their heads above water. But in 4 while, 


grown fond of ſhewing his own dexterity, he . 


bears away with agile proweſs on the ridge of the 


3 wave; and leaves at dangerous diſtance his hap=- 


leſs ſcholars : He furmounts, with wdll-taught 
vigour, the cu rrent of the ſtream; and leaves 


1 them to fink in the attempt-—or—venting ex- |... 
ecrations on their own Ng wade bac k—as | 


TOA as ee und! 


* 


| Yay it is not 0 „ al a Minifter 
ſhould be {killed in the tongues, wherein the Old 


and New Teſtament are conveyed; it is alſo 


neceſſary that he be acquainted, and that, too, 
not like a ſmatterer, but minutely, with the 
5 manners, cuſtoms, and hiſtory of thoſe nations, 
places, and kingdoms made mention of in ſcrip- 


we Elſe how ſhall he be able to diſcern him 
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8 "IN or to cauſe _ to diſcern, the 0 ; 
and agreement which fubſiſts between ſacred BS 
_ Frofane hiſtory? And where that-is not dif. 
cerned, how ſhall he eſtabliſh, ſo clearly and 
fatisfyingly, the authenticity of the former? 
Obſerve but, I pray you, what ſcenes of error 
—thoſe, that are not ſo inſtructed, now-a-days— 
fall into themſelves, and would lead others into! 
Learned, or not learned, the prophets of the 
Old, and the inſpired writers of the New-Teſta- 
ments, committed no blunders, nor fell into any 
_ miſtakes: and all the ſmall appearances of in- 
congruities—which their enemies have endea- | 
ch at—on the teſt of fair examina | 
tion and ſolid learning—vaniſh away; a real 
token, that their inſpirations was indeed from 
above, and proceeded from that Fountain of 
$ Bab w purity, and knowledge ,wth whom 
is no yariableneſs neither ſhadow af HINIAS." 
Bur by our ſelf- created Boanerges*. of modern 
days, O Gentle Truth! how doſt thou ſuffer 235 
Thy native garments, white as ſnow, and tranſ- 
Parent as the lucid wave, are by i impiqus hands 
torn. from. off thee; and in tattered remnants of 
filthy patch-work, they ſtrive to cover thy naked 
dignity, and unaffected grace! Hence it is, 
that, in houſes where they would have us believe 
chat, in the ſpirit of conſiſteney, they worſhip 
iy Gag af truth, manner are  wantpnly inverted, 
| 1 | Pee | 
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places r their LO 1 1 change 
their place. The rules of a vulgar mechanic are 
made to tie mighty monarchs; the conceptions | 
of a ſlave to direct the counſels of princes : nay, 
in the arrogance of a licentious age, ſo high ſwells 
the tide of preſumption, that he—who ſhould not 
be able to tell the“ degrees 'on the dial. of 


© Ahaz' — ſhall think himſelf commiſſioned tos. - 


bid the © Sun go back!'— Then ſaid I, Ah! 
© Lord God, the prophets ſay unto them. Then 
© the Lord ſaid unto me, the r e 
89 lies | in ws name.“ 1 | 


| Again, the e of human learning i is x ap- | 


| parent from this conſideration, that.it is made an 5 


4 * * 


effectual inſtrument to *convincethe gainſayers. 


Ss In the firſt propagation of chriſtianity, the force 


: of unlettered evidence was felt, and was. produce | 
tive of the intended effect. But, now, that not 
only the ſimple* but the * wiſe? are calitied | 


under the banners of Chriſt, all the aids of hu- 


man reaſon and men's learning, are profitably _ 
employed, in defending his cauſe and advancing *- 
his intereſt. In vain would men fay, that the . 
: uſe of all ſuch auxiliaries is obſolete ; for Chriſt | 

himſelf confirmed i it. Ne himſelf condeſcended 
to adopt all the engaging figures of human elo- 
quence. Why do 1 ſay—* human* eloquence? _ 
. like all other good things, has been 
ö e 


« 


— 
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imparted to man by the divine diſpenifation; ia 
He only aſſumed the exerciſe of what was before. 
his own. His diſciples he fore warned, in thein 
trials for his name's ſake, to prepare no defence; 
not, as is ignorantly or miſtakenly conceived, 
that he commanded them to abſtain from pre- 
conſideration of their diſcourſes to the people; 
for that it ſhould be given them”-in the hour 


| of need. what they ſhould anſwer. But when 


it was given them, it was accommodated. to the 
rules of found reaſon, and the moſt prevailing— 
need I ſay—the moſt correct rhetoric? ? This— = 
an undeniable ,proof—if.propf for ſuch purpoſe 
were needed that God has not ordained one 
religion for the ſimple and another for the wiſe, 


but that from the ſame Spirit, various zifts are 


given, and different irradiations deſcend ; white | 
all the divided operations unite in one uſeful, one 
glorious effect; and as there are Three that | 
© bear record in heaven,” ſo on earth j is the chriſ= 

tian revelation comprehended in one incluſive. 
view ;— — One Lord, one Fan, one 8 a capa f 
Did we need any other n to corro- 
borate our aſſertions, experience would afford us 


more than we wiſh. How often is it ſeen, that 


be who is curſed W ith a little learning, while he 
is bleſſed: with no grace to uſe i it, who, from the 
ignorance of thoſe—boſe ee he ſeeks, : 
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Xx able to © anſwer a fool'—not" c according to. ol 
© his folly, ſeeing he is already too wiſe in 


gation, the ſame promiſes, lie upon and encou- . 
rage, its devout adherents now as accompanied 


is) 


Ik the fame view as the 8045. of evil cd to a | J 
_ darkneſs—from "the ſufferance of thoſe, * Wind 
whom noiſe at any time will paſs for argument 9 1 
is buſy in the cauſe of an evil maſter, and . 
etful of the Saviour—who was wounded for- . 
55 tranſgreſſions—in vain l To prevent 1 the 5 1 | 1 
effect of fuch a man's wilineſs, it may not be 3 
oftentimes unneceſſary, that his opponent be 


* his own conceit; but to the reproof of his 5 
miſconceivings; and, if the Spirit of grace _ 
ſhould ſecond it, to the bettering of his hear. 
105 Howbeit,' ſays the apoſtle, even when he is "2M 
ſhewing the Exe HEE! of his preaching above £ | 
human wifdom— We Y wildaas: among 
Simon that are perfed. FT N N | ES 


T be miniſtry of the goſpel i is now, alt bn 5 
155 long, a ſettled ordinance. The ſame obli- 


Os 


the firſt that bore the reverend character. In 
every other profeſſion, the greater a man's ſkill, 
the more he is entitled to praiſe. Why then, 
in this, the moſt dignified ever conferred upon | 
man, ſhall that gain him moſt approbation — 
which is his greateſt defect? that, which is no 
n excellence, confer no honour? 2¾9—W 


. kan 8 


tas 


ae: 3 approbation cs 1 ſay! The 
Saxons were wrong employed. It is not for ho- 
nour and approbation, a miniſter—that would 
be like his Maſter—is bound to labour. Theſe, 
let the world that confers them, and they who 

| can condeſcend to be fond of ſuch flecting 
| goods, divide among themſelves. It is a por- 
tion in which God's choſen have neither part 
nor lot. Their honour awaits them in 2 more 
ſtable kingdom; and their reputation abides a 
more unchanging award. Here, to be *. hated 

* of-all men'—is the bequeſt of their departed i 
Lord—whom, if they would be tempted to for- 
ſake and betray, they might ſoon exchange their 
diſhonour for worldly applauſe : but it was not 
for t this they were ſet _ by ihe election. of | 


Let me obſerve, in the Gs 3 how 
indiſpenſable it is for a miniſter of the preſent 
times, to be a Sound Divine. The worſhip of 

God, and the happineſs of man, are ſo inti- 
- mately connected, that he who would wiſh to 
_ ſeparate them, is the enemy of bath. In the | 
knowledge of the firſt, conſiſts the attainment. 
of the latter; hence he who would teach the 
| latter, muſt be well acquainted with the firſt, 
He WhO would take upon himſelf to inſtruct 

2 men to o be happy, ſhould be able 3 to _ them 
8 


ebe wiſe: for which. 1 it is. neceſſary N 9 
mat he be wiſe himſelf; not. after a warldly .. 

W < fort, but after an heavenly. The Goſpel of 

W Chriſt, is the tidings of peace, the revelatian 

of good will towards men from high Heay 

ven; be that wauld explain chis revelation, _ 

muſt ano be dee with Heavens, | 


1 no more : than. any 8 to tr th am np 
friend to particular ſyſtems. But — is 4 
general ſyſtem, out of whiche- Truth is not to 
be found. With this, in its fulleſt extent, aud 
in all its paſſible applications, let a Miniſter of 


truth be acquainted. Let him Holes. a clear 
i conviction of the being of a God; a mind to 


diſtinguiſh, and 4 heart to feel his attributes. 153 
Let him have a well-informed underſtanding. J 
ſupport his own. perſuaſions, to diffuſe, to en. 

W force them. It will befit him to have a know. _ 
. ledge of his own nature, and of the relations 


| in which he ſtands with that ſupreme Being, of 
= whoſe exiſtence and perfections he entertains the 
| fulleſt belief. Fi or this end, he muſt needs be 


| = no ſtranger to the hiſtory of the human Species; 1 
do firanger to the-workings of his own heart. —= 
. From thence he will learn the need mal the uſe 
: wa a Revelation and by pre Red 5 e I 
5 5 aeg 
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5 of this true ſyſtem, to know all the falſe ſyſtems, 


1 F 


between conjecture and ral and pat an v eter< | 
nal difference between truth and falſhood. In 
the ſame concluſion, that confirms his own 
weakneſs, he will manifeſtly perceive the abun- 
dant power of God. That power, as exerciſed 
in favour and love, let him ſee, with faith and 
knowledge, in the perſon of God's own Son, 
the Mediator of the diſpenſation of grace. 
That grace, employed in ſanctifying the cor- 
rupted ſpirits of ſinful men, let him juſtly ac- 
knowledge in the operation of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Let him remark the agreement which Nature 17 4 
holds with Providence; and the elucidation 
which the written word of God gives to both. 
In that word let him ſeek the ground of every 
thing he is to believe, the foundation of every 
thing he is to practiſe, Let every ordinance, and | 
every doctrine, be thereupon eſtabliſhed ; or let 
them be caſt' behind his back. Let this be the 
e he ſhall 8 this the 1 he 1 f 


3 


But as in all SYED hi are Appel, au 
the vanity of man's reaſon and the corruption 
of his heart have made religious truths of this 
ſort an examination is requiſite to put an end 

to difference, ſo becomes it the duty of a Teacher 


vhich either have moſt prevailed—or do mort 
| tor the world. it by no 


* 6 ; i bs 
= 7 5 7 
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means is, 7 mY a Miniſter, of our. time and. 


place; ſhould be acquainted with all the ſuper- 
1 ſtitiou and in every other place obſolete | 
W vanities, which deform and defile the tenets of 
thoſe miſtaken or thoſe ill intentioned . Secta- 


ries,. which take care, as far as in them lies, to, 


* wait no promiſe at Jeruſalem,” and to kee 


no appointed feaſt; —but to cover up their 


errors in corners, and build uncommanded 
W ſynagogues in every ſtreet.— The Serpent thus 

coils up its folds, to give effect to its venoms! 
and precipitate its bite. The Savage of the 


cave—thus turns its voice to bemoanings—that 


it may allure to its. baunt—and. ho, un 
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To g give a an account dat, 1955 faith that i is in 


* him, and which he preaches for the healing E 


of others, he ſhould not be backward: though, 


to convince. thoſe without knowledge—or filence. 7 | 
vain babblers, may be beyond his power. Di- 5 


vinity is the moſt ſublime ſcience which man 
can ſtudy; and requires an acquaintance with 


all others; with a portion of the ſanctifying 1 5 . 
grace of the Eternal, to make it complete. It 
is as old as creation; and ſhall” only ceaſe to 


pleaſe and to ſave, when Time ſhall be ſwal-. 
lowed up. So wide a circle, cannot, without 


s. be contracted. | . * berg 
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men. And thofe with truly no ſbperior oY thas YB 
. be diſcerned by the fober and intelligent MW 
: 6 arrogate to themſelves the preſum̃ptuous 
] de of giving names to Sects of Chriftians ? 
Did theſe Corinthians wellathat faid differ- 
. am of Paul and Þ of Apollos?“ 
Ceaſed they not each of them, by fuck carna- 
lity, to belong truly to Chriſt * Can he be 
divided ?“ or ought thofe—wh6 were not cru-' 
<6ified'—or if they were, could not avail like 
nente rob him of che konour of his con- 
Rey 1 ü 
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Rr er epticatton'sr "oY apoſte 
1 ee in che chriſtian church, to our times. 
In the great and moſt eſſential points of reli- 
gion all its true diſciples agree. Much care 
ſhould be taken, left to ſmall things the im- | 
| |  Portance of great ſhoul& be af or that 
| 
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taken away. And by the venerable Fathers a 
Pure Sons of the Church, much care is taken; 
8 and the Theology of our age is in their hands 
Z as uncontaminated, ds we have ever known it to 
„ be in any former period. To this claſs ſhould 
8 every Miniſter belong. Whether he does or no, 
1 _ every hearer—if hearers muſt be judging ls 
1 every hearer that can reaſon, and will compare, 
may know certainly ; for the Articles of our 


own 


222 r 
1 
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time they were devifed, recommended and 


ap 
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nobleſt ſtruggles for found principle and«chrif 
tian verity ; where was exhibited the! _ 5 
and fortitude of moſt bleſſed martyrs, we 


changed into the ſeat of — — 
or become the reſidence of di ſcord and unbeiief 


—without fearing that the divine judgment 


were faſt approaching to that place; a W 
in one of dre Wbereft ad- M en Desde 5 


out being ſenſible, that it was a 


or all chat the Learned and Devout of every 
country, where chriſtianity in any purity pres - 
| vails, will recommend and feel —hile man con- 
tinues to be 4 Oy and d God ia knoun to be | 


R$ 
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them, namely, a judicial blindneſs to all che 


ways of God —In no very bright times in 
mt the the © loweſt: of the people were takam 


contrary 


M moſt e and Dove in . „ 


3 1 date in 0 beute is Hake. 
= fiitafled not to be © wiſer than his fathers, am 
who ſhould' take a furvey of che various modes 
and diverſe" opinions, that may preſent them- 
ſelves to his inſpection, but within the comp, 

of this Metropolis, what amazemert muff axifes 
What pity, yea, what indignation fill his breuſt ! 
Could he believe that the ſcene of ſome of the 
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| eontrary td expreſs appointment, andy has 
fn man warrant: only made prieſts unto the 
© Lord ;* which thing was * held for an abomi- 
we nation: And abſtracting all conſideration of 


1 worldly rank, thoſe, in every country, muſt 
ever be held the. * loweſt of the people Nh 


are teefioinfinicet : Surely;—could' we think 
lightly on a ſubject, which has coſt our fathers, 
and had we their virtue, might yet coſt us 
tears of blood, the days of the Church K be 
5 rea *- brighf*' with us, when every © highs 
© way? has its © prophet'—an every * lane* its 
.< prieſt ?. There is not, perhaps, any country 
hut this; Aber ſuch abuſes, are ſuffered; where 
ſuch barren fig trees“ protrude their leafy 
branches over the walls of the eity of God, 
without bearing any fruit' for the Saviour of 
the world! Alas! for the defection of modern 
days! for the ignorance, by luxury planted, and, 
by worldly paſſions cheriſhed to ſuchia growth— 
as to caſt its deadly adumbrations over the land! 
Let the defection, we truſt, is by no means uni- 
verſal, Our church, with all the breaches 
made upon it by open foes, with all the under- 
minings wrought by dangerous friends, remains 
Jet a goodly Fabric and ſhall we put our 
confidence in its Great Supporter l— till © time 
F ſhall be no-more!* But its earthly Pillars— 
| muſt be Sound Divines ! 1 In its ſtructure, there 
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Let us ; notice, Thirdly, OE it "Sat 4 


: Miniſter to be a Good man—a Good- Crs ; 


in er words a conſiſtent character. | 


1 fo 2. I may 3 Low 3 attention. F Why 
| .© calleſt thou me good? There is none good but 
God -was the dec laration of our Saviour 


himſelf. And to whom did he make it? Even 


to him —who had * kept'—as he thought —. the 
commandments; had neither committed | adul- . 
dery, murder, or theft; and who addreſſed him- 

elf to Jeſus, with wonderful courtely, and, ap- 


parently, great zeal of religion; Good Maſter, | 
* what good thing ſhall I do that I may inherit 
© eternal life ?? © Thou knoweſt the command- 
* ments,” ſaid our Lord ; © keep them, and 
live.“ He knew them.“ He had © kept 
„them.“ What lack I yet 2 —little expecting, 
that the good Maſter had any further good charge 
to give him, —only to commend him for what 
he had done. This, however, was added; « Sell 
that thou haſt, and give it to the poor, . and 


: thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven; and comę 
GIL 'Þ 


z no ESR for- the rotten flones. od; hollow 
fragments, that, in uncouth ſhapes, tumble out i 
from Nature's quarry ; ; jt demands the column 
hevn from the rock, 5 ſcience and *p art 
1 | adorned and poliſhed1.. FFF 


r * 
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| on: (34) Bo. 
Se take up the atv and follow me. —This, it 
ſeems, was one of the things which he would 
not ſo readily aſſent to being good; and, if it 
was, which he found no inclination © to do 
| even that he might inherit eternal life.” Nor 
= is it likely, that in his ſorrowing cares for his 
large poſſeſſions, he any longer thought the 
© Maſter —who gave him ſuch command fo 
© Good'—as at his firſt ſalutation. From hence, Wl 

both Preachers and Hearers may gather ſome 
leſſons of uſe. The ſame cauſes, will, in like 
circumſtances, always operate ſimilar effects, 
"There are not many, perhaps, now-a-days, more 
wan the © young man” in the Goſpel, who Wl 
|  .. would obey ſuch an injunction, or reliſh his ad- 
vice, who ſhouldgiveit. Nay,.the giving ſuch 
ö „ 2 charge, and perſevering to enforce it, would, 
nn ͤmoſt likelihood, Ns in worldly eyes, 3 
whatever 5 e allorned ihe character.” 


„There is fione 1 bur God hn our 
Redeemer: and yet it is expected that his earthly | 
miniſtring fervants ſhould be perfect. Nay, if 

we would even claim a little indulgence for our 
. imperfections, we ſhould be conſidered to ſhate 
nn aall for which we pled. And by whom ? By 
4 tmoſe, who are, perhaps, little careful about 
vi being in any degree good? themſelves; yet 
1 te not to be ſatisfied without finding the quality 
| COM 
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Mo ecmplerly viſible, and as it —_ 1 ified, 8 
il in us. In this the Infidel and the Enthuſiaft— „ 
05 characters, in many other reſpects, not diflimi- . 
or! | lar—cordially agree. To perſecute our Saviour, 
l | Herod and Pilate forgot their mutual enmity. 
he And all other enmities have, many times, by 


W a ſtorm, the obſervation of theſe humble pow- 


hb no natural inclination to intermeddle with 


who. has no propenſity to ſpread tales, under- 


relate to his Paſtor; and he who has really no 


—0 D Sacrxep ORDER! and ye its deſpiſed Sons l 
| Bear, with the n that ſets off your vir- 


* 3 


other Herods' and * Pilates“ been foregone— 5 
to perſecute his humble followers. Like the 
effects of fine weather, or the apprehenſions f 


ers ſeems to intereſt by a kind of natural ſym- 

pathy. It makes paſſengers delay, it makes 

| Rom familiar friends; it makes © wondering 
* idiots—look as they were wiſe !' A man thar 


other people's affairs; thinks thoſe of Miniſters, 
notwithſtanding, a free field for diſcuſſion ; 15. 1 


— 
. 


ſtands an exception to' be made—of thoſe that | 


delight in malice or abuſe, reſerves to himſelf a 

Z right to join in defaming his Teacher, The 172 
moſt ignorant man you meet, if he has not fallen 
into the hands of thoſe general Defamers—who 
make the Church itſelf out of the road of falva- | 
tion—can tell you, if he can tell you nothing 
elſe, the merits and failings of his Pariſh Prieſt! 


I 


| 0 36 * 
tües, the iber ſhould Bot hi . the 
malice that cannot hurt you! You contend 
for a Crown! Mind not the duſt that can only 
defile your feet! Upon you, are ſinful people 
willing to lay their own tranſgreſſions; and ſend 
you forth—like the Scape e into the wilder- 
neſs, where you may fare on any ſcanty food 
that offers—ſo be you 2882 the load of their 

5 offences! N „ 


1 F 


Die, as PAT Ra Ls like theſe may 
be, to a Miniſter's endeavours ; it becomes him 
well to reſiſt their influence, as far as he is 
enabled, while that would mar the uſefulneſs of 
his life. A Good Life is a good Sermon: and 
| ſuch, it ſhould be his nightly ſtudy, and daily 
endeavour, to preach. It is often ſaid, that 
© Miniſters are under ſuch obligations to live 
© godly, that their fault is doubly grievous, 
*©-where they offend.*—] take advantage of no 
- vulgar opinions ; and I fear not, at any time, to 

declare their falſhaod. Falſe I reckon this I 
have mentioned. For my own part, and I 
would ſay nothing here—1 could not wiſh to utter 
When I die, I know of none. I know of no 
commandment which bids a miniſter. be holier 
than his people. It is. one of the perſuaſions, 
of which Satan has made frequent uſe, to help 
the intereſts of his kingdom. If to one have 

„ been 
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- deen given * five talents,” to another: te 
ro another one; remember, that, at the day 
of account, 'to him that hath: ſhall be given, 


« and from him that hath not, ſhall be taken 


away what he ſeemeth to have; and thus ſhall © ._ 
W the word of God be true, and the © hope of the - 

= hypocrite periſh.' Miſtake me not, my, dear = 

W brethren He that is bleſſed with five talents, : 

: will ſurely 1 improve them; hide them—it were 
not eaſy for him to do if he would; but the 
nm depoſit eſtabliſhes no ſingular claim. He that 
W has but one, ought to improve that; and the _ 
obligation is every way the ſame as is his, whoſe 
truſt is more extenſive. No doubt, from the 
latter, the greater gain will be expected; but 
the labour is exactly proportionate. This 1 
ought to ſay, for two reaſons ; for my regard ib 
Truth, and for my regard for You : that you „ 


may not fall into the miſtake of thoſe, who, 


thinking all holineſs belong to the Sanctuary — 
bring none thither; and who, rather than avert 
puniſhment by repentance and obedience, would 
be glad to ſee © TOO vow at the "uy of 


God.“ 


- iS 


ae 3 it ll be 8 0 an 1 


2 ſaid takes nothing from the ſtrictneſs of a 


Miniſter's duty. Inſtead whereof, it only adds 
this additional motive to his performing” N 


aright, 


N 


Fs . that PS more voluntary his nie f 
much the more ſhall his ſervice, if it be exem- 
1 en be entitled to reward. „ 


5 And he who has never felt the force of it, has 
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being thus able to reckon in his own mind: 
Of all the appointments, marked me out by 


, every occurrence of my life makes me better 
* acquainted with It's ways; and every perform- 
« ance of my duty, more intimate with, mine 


grow within me, if I feel the operations of 
divine grace, I muſt have that ſatisfaction 
Fe which is derived from heaven, in communi- 
F*. cating them to others. Of thoſe, to whom I 
f am commiſſioned to communicate them, dif- 
F ferent are the intellects, the advantages, the 
- « defects. To accommodate my inſtructions to 
all theſe—lI muſt pleaſe myſelf— while I pleaſe 
Him that ſent me. But pleaſure is not un- 
*© mixed. In the Miniſtry of Chriſt Jeſus, I 
fam rather to expect pain, and every worldly 


* 


1 


There cannot, 3 on earth, be. a con- 1 
fideration more fatisfying to a ſuſceptible boſom, 
never had a reliſh of the feaſt which a pious foul 
can ſhare, than for the Teacher of a people, 


„kind Providence, I hold this the beſt, that. ; 


es own heart. If I perceive the ſeeds of virtue 


* tribulation. This I can ſuffer, like other 
* amen; but if my heart be good, and, if the 
: « truths 


. 


„ % Ps Po 


W « trucks . the heb. ſyſten 
W < there, it muſt be good, 1 cannot ſo eaſily bear 
W < the depravity; the loſs—of any of the fouls _ 
ww committed to my care. Induſtrious, then, 
N | « Jet me be, —circumſpective. If 1 have kill 
iin the water, let me not take - even my inno- + 
cent gambols there, if they endanger the ſafety | 
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FT dained for comfort, and the overſhadowing 
« ©rock* that *pleaſes,” ina © weary land. NN 
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of my fellow. Let me deny myſelf thoſe in- 


Wc dulgences, which, though I may know.to bs 
85 | ec. harmleſs- may to my brothers have the 


c ſavour of death. And for theſe facrifices, let 
e me not be diſappointed—if I meet not with 
« his gratitude. Were I only to make them, 


©, for fame or remuneration, the publicans* and 
.« <harlots' virtue were preferable to mine. Con- 
« tent let me in this ſtate of univerſal *pil>. ox 
. grimage be, to point out, without expecting 


« honour for my diligence, the wells or- Be ja 


« ſhould I expect for honour, in ſuch eircum- 
« ſtances? He that would give, and I chat 
“ might receive it, would both of us idle our 


« time about the bufineſs, and be very little 
« the better for it. He that can ſee us both, 
e and can reward us as we deſerve at the end, 
« bids us haſte onwards in company towards 
« himſelf. Him let us mind, as the all· mighty 
rand nenn * N alike 
IP | | — the 
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. . pains of leading, ah the fatigues of being h 
«© led; till we reach that © Fold* of :ever-ver- MW 
% dant paſture - — where the Lamb' himſelf 


* ſhall conduct us, and his preſence be obſcured 
« no more!“ N 


2 I _ not omit remarking, that it is not only | 1 
neceſſary and becoming, in a Miniſter of the 
-  Gofpel, to have the moſt eſtabliſhed ſenſe of the 
truth of it, but that it is villainy in him—if he » 
has not! Chriſtianity fears no ſpies ; yet thoſe ll 
that are calculated for no other ſervice, ſhould ; 


be compelled, methinks, to paſs into another 


province. It would be held ignominious to 
follow—as a Soldier the ſtandard, erected in a 
cauſe againſt which went his conſcience; grant- 
ing that he had full leave to change it for another. 
So let it be in this warfare. Let not him be 
enliſted, that is not prepared to fight. Let not 
him appear to fight, that wiſhes not to overcome. 
Let thoſe that chooſe to abide the fate of 
| © Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,” Join themſelves 
to © their company; but let ſuch as abhor their 
Eefection, * get them up from their tents . 


„Let a Miniſter be a 25 man! By 1 this 
is not meant, that he ſhould be good by the mea- | 
ſure of worldly-mindedneſs; that he ſhould de- 

ſcend to humour e fancies, or follow the 
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it is not that he ſhoul 


: ape eee Face” hand: an cee 8 
modating creed from every company he keeps. - 
inſtead of having the firmneſs to enforce his o m 
1 be paſſive with tie i 
W haughty, nor tolerant with the gay; that he 


ſhould be wanted in the convivial hour, or ne 


ceſſary to fill up a corner at a La 


lovers of impoſtors like him. could value: 


f Together let them periſh: And if they deſerve 
an epitaph, let it be this; © In their life they: re- 


© membered not God, whetefore,' in'their death; 
they are ſhut out from his ſight. The good 


to balance the difference, between baſking in 


3 a . hour ol N . 
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12 he . certain dhe has an in 


y's gaming 
Wl © table,* Theſe are ſome of the gifts Wich 
Limon Magus might envy ; and which only the 


ſent him. He 


ꝛneſs' of a Preacher, is in reſembling Him Who 

gave him the power; in fortitude in aſſerting his 
Maſter's cauſe,—and never regarding the face of 
man for the intereſts of Him that 
is to be © harmleſs as the dove,” but he i is to be; ” 
at the ſame time, impatient of vice. He is alſo 8 85 
| —to be viſe as the ſerpent ;* and to know how. - 
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He W my Wed i | x 
many others which have been Mightly touched 
3 ſhould a miniſter of Chriſt be ſtored. With : 
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the Church of God for uſefulneſs, before he 


but, knowing it, it behoves us to be prepared. 


. know us; and no ſooner do they know us— than 
they diſtinguiſh us for their prey.—* The bro- 


the father the child: and the children ſhall 


be put to death. And ye ſhall be hated of all 


that ſpeak, but the Spirit of 18280 Halber 


2 
— — 
* 
4 


ſome interpreters, ſome with the gifts of ſpeech: 
Thoſe are to be heard; and none but thoſe 
whom he hath ſent are to be heard with good 
effect. On them it is incumbent, to ſet forth 
A pattern—of Learning, ſound Judgment, and 
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incumbent— to follow the pattern that is ſet. 
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call of the ——_ and an cottinents n in 


undertake an office - which from ſecular views 
alone - were no optionable poſt! With © wolves' 
is the chriſtian fold—yet infeſted; greedy to de- 
vour the guardleſs, and watchful—to fly upon 
the ſtray. Tis a cruel nature, a ſavage temper; 


The leſs we are like them, the more eaſily they Wl 


© ther ſhall deliver up the brother to death, and 


© riſe up againſt their parents, and cauſe them to 


men for my name's ſake: but he that endureth 
to the end ſhall be ſaved,'—* For it is not ye 


which e in ng 


The 4 6f all that 8 mag faid; is e ; 
God has: * ſent* into his church? ſomg apoſtles, 


unaffected Piety. On their hearers it is not leſs ! 


Thus 


ill 


All 


Thus working together for good; the Day f 1 7 | 
the Lord' ſhall not © approach us as a thief in 
W « the night; but find us in love=-in obedience 
Sand prayer—waiting together with one devout 


conſent when He, that ſent forth his inferior 


| Sr TONE come to * take care of His own 


« flock;* and to reward thoſe that have been 


„ fairhfulin «inte, wich the palMonivE macht = 
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Nie up thy Spirit; O Bord 48 6 


* among us; renew Thy covenant with us, as 1 Z : 4 
in days of old. Let not like people like 


** prieſt, be a mark of Thy judgment upon us; 


but give to the vine“ that Thou haſt 


planted, to the * flock* that Thou haſt ſe- 


lected, © huſbandmen' and * ſhepherds'—to | 


* diſcern and De) the fruirful | 
5 and the vile. 7 | | 


« In ſearch of nenen for where we e have 55 
« erred; in ſeeking comfort where we ſuffer; ;; 


cc may the word of Thy goſpel be our only pn 
« guide, and Chriſt, the as 1 our 8 Th 
125 N our all! ; | 5 
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e To = Miniſters 4 f Thy Word; nere = — 
> Ms ſembled, continue the © ſmiles of Thy coun- . 
« © tenance, which are better than life.“ May 
2 Tut, and 2, and 3 flouriſh 3 5 — =. 
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Make our Judges t 
_ «© © righteouſneſs.” So may Time bring us for 
d ward—while Time is allowed to witneſs. or 
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